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Valentine, Greg

From: Valentine, Greg
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2017 9:16 AM
To: Connor, Patrick; Bob Gottfried
Cc: Devitt, Tom
Subject: RE: Eurycea seen, collected, tail-clipped...

Patrick, 
 
I also wanted to inform you that since endangered species are not in our purview we believe it would be in everyone’s 
best interest for USFWS to coordinate with TCEQ and the City of Dripping Springs about the endangered species issues. 
We are always here to lend a hand (if possible).  but we have no regulatory hook when it comes to ESA. We are 
concentrating specifically on antidegradation of the receiving water based on the discharge from the proposed facility. 
 
As always, thank you for your assistance, 
 
Greg 
 
From: Connor, Patrick [mailto:patrick_connor@fws.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2017 8:51 AM 
To: Bob Gottfried <Bob.Gottfried@tpwd.texas.gov>; Valentine, Greg <valentine.greg@epa.gov> 
Cc: Devitt, Tom <Tom.Devitt@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Eurycea seen, collected, tail‐clipped... 

 

see attached pdf, excel file, and  
two jpg files.  The information  
provided by the City of Austin 
indicates that the Barton Springs 
salamander may occur in and near 
three springs associated with Onion 
Creek and one spring associated with 
South Onion Creek in Hays County. 
We anticipate the researchers will 
publish a scientific article on this. 
___________________________________________ 
 
Patrick Connor, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
_________________________________ 
 
Patrick_Connor AT fws.gov 
______ 
 
USFWS Ecological Services 
10711 Burnet RD STE 200 
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Austin, TX  78758 
 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/austintexas/ 
 
><(((º>´¯'·.¸¸..><(((º> : <º((((>< 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Devitt, Tom <Tom.Devitt@austintexas.gov> 
Date: Tue, Jun 6, 2017 at 12:03 PM 
Subject: Re: Eurycea seen, collected, tail-clipped... 
To: "Connor, Patrick" <patrick_connor@fws.gov> 
Cc: Paige Najvar <Paige_Najvar@fws.gov> 

Hi Pat, 

 

Yes, feel free to share that info with TCEQ and and the USEPA. 

 

If you'd like to share with Bob Gottfried, please do. I could also send it but I don't have his email handy.  

 

Tom 

From: Connor, Patrick <patrick_connor@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2017 10:53:25 AM 
To: Devitt, Tom 
Cc: Paige Najvar 
Subject: Re: Eurycea seen, collected, tail‐clipped...  
  

Tom: 
Thank you very much for the photos and spreadsheet. 
 
There is a need to inform TCEQ and USEPA 
about these sites.  Is it OK to share with them? 
 
Also, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
tracks rare and endangered species locations and 
so Bob Gottfried (TPWD) would appreciate this 
same info. 
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___________________________________________ 
 
Patrick Connor, Fish and Wildlife Biologist  
_________________________________ 
 
Patrick_Connor AT fws.gov 
______ 
 
USFWS Ecological Services 
10711 Burnet RD STE 200 
Austin, TX  78758 
 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/austintexas/  
 
><(((º>´¯'·.¸¸..><(((º> : <º((((>< 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
On Mon, Jun 5, 2017 at 4:07 PM, Devitt, Tom <Tom.Devitt@austintexas.gov> wrote: 

Pat, 

 

To date, I've collected animals or tail tips from 4 springs on Onion and South Onion creeks. Specimens have 
been deposited at the University of Texas' Biodiversity Collections. I've collected mitochondrial DNA 
sequence data (unpublished) from at least one individual from each of those sites. Those analyses assign the 
specimens to E. sosorum. I am collecting more sequence data from those and other specimens in the near 
future as part of a larger population genetic study within E. sosorum. 

 

I've attached a couple of photos. Please don't hesitate to ask if you have further questions or need more 
information. 

 

Tom  

From: Connor, Patrick <patrick_connor@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2017 2:46:57 PM 
To: Bendik, Nathan 
Cc: Devitt, Tom; Paige Najvar; Johns, David 
Subject: Re: Eurycea seen, collected, tail‐clipped...  
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___________________________________________ 
 
Patrick Connor, Fish and Wildlife Biologist  
_________________________________ 
 
Patrick_Connor AT fws.gov  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

fws.gov 

Agency with mission of conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats 
for the continuing benefit of the American people. 

 
______ 
 
USFWS Ecological Services 
10711 Burnet RD STE 200 
Austin, TX  78758 
 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/austintexas/  

Southwest Region - Austin, TX ES Field Office 

www.fws.gov 

Welcome to the Austin Ecological Services Field Office website. Our office works to protect species that 
are federally listed as endangered or threatened as well as ... 

 
 
><(((º>´¯'·.¸¸..><(((º> : <º((((>< 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
On Mon, Jun 5, 2017 at 2:41 PM, Bendik, Nathan <Nathan.Bendik@austintexas.gov> wrote: 

Pat, 

  

Tom Devitt is our lead on that and I’ll let him fill you in on the information. I did not receive the attachment.
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Nate 

  

From: Connor, Patrick [mailto:patrick_connor@fws.gov]  
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2017 2:31 PM 
To: Bendik, Nathan <Nathan.Bendik@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: Paige Najvar <Paige_Najvar@fws.gov> 
Subject: Eurycea seen, collected, tail‐clipped... 

  

Hey Nathan: 

  

In early Feb 2017, two guys from 

the City of Austin presented in our 

office on something and there was 

a salamander handout (attached). 

  

I would like to get more information 

on the yellow sites, on or near Onion 

Creek.  E.g., when seen, how many,  

disposition of specimens, genetic assays 

since, photos.... 

  

Thanks. 

  

I have a lawyer for the City of Dripping 
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Springs who responded writing to our Dec. 22, 2016 

letter to EPA on the proposed wastewater 

discharge permit by Dripping.  In Dec. 2016 

I was unaware of the potential for Eurycea 

(possibly sosorum) to be in the vicinity of 

the discharge. 

___________________________________________ 

  

Patrick Connor, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

_________________________________ 

  

Patrick_Connor AT fws.gov 

______ 

  

USFWS Ecological Services 

10711 Burnet RD STE 200 

Austin, TX  78758 

  

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/austintexas/ 

  

><(((º>´¯'·.¸¸..><(((º> : <º((((>< 

____________________________________________ 
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